
SOME NEW BOOKS.

TW commit tlnn nt Flrtt Hand.
The latter hair of The Diary of Gideon

WW (Houghton Mifflin Company) Is In
sham contrast in I ho formnr. Johnson's
Administration was a great come down .

from Uncoln'fl. Not wholly nor mainly
through Johnson s fnultsorovon railings.
The puhlio temper had undergone a o.

At the beginning of the war pa-

triotism had for tho time suppressed
selfishness In nil but the meanest of Amer-
icans. At the eloso of tho war selfishness
bad resumed Its sway over all but the
noblest, of Americans. It recalls what
Macatilay says of tho time after tho close
of tho civil wht in England, when there
"had succeeded tho flerco conflict of wets
and factions,, ambitious of ascendency
and burning for revenge." So eloso was
tho analogy that during the period when
the ".States lately In relellion" wero ex-

cluded from representation in the national
legislature ono Now York newspaper
plausibly hoaded its dully reports of tho;
proceedings of that Itody "Tho Rump
Congress."

Jollnbon began very badly, and lcgnn
before he succeoded to tho Presidency.
It was at tha second Inauguration of Lin-

coln and ns that he
made a wild harangue for which (hero
was only one plausible explanation, an
explanation that was promptly and uni-

versally accepted. Tho New York IVorW
the noxt day compared the orator to Ca-
ligula's horse, of which ho made a Consul.
Afterward, when that journal was zeal-
ously supporting President Johnson in
his conflict with tho radicals of Congress,
Thad Slovens,, the chief of them, had the
article read at tho clerk's desk as part of
his, remarks, pretending to disclaim all
sympathy with it: "Wo look with indigna-
tion upon these slanders uttered against
the President of our cholco." Welles tells
the story of the inauguration, and of tho
shock which was inflicted by Johnson's
first npicaiaiico'as

It .was not long beforo Johnson began
to do what could bo dono to retrieve the
effect of his lad beginning. It took some
magnanimity for him to do this, or even
to attempt It. For ho had lieen a "poor
white" by birth and early disadvantages,
snd It was plausibly supposed that his
ruling' passion, like that of Tillman long
afterward, was resentment of tho airs of
superiority assumed by the "aristocracy"
of his neighborhood and State. No doubt
that assumption rankled. In tho vinous
verity of that unfortunate speech nt tho
inauguration he had exclaimed and re-

peated thiirhc was "an American plebeian."
Yet when the responsibility fell upon
him ho had tho perception to recognize
that it was the established leaders of the
Southern people who mu6t lead in the
restoration of tho Union minus slavery
snd tho courage to act upon that recog-
nition. The leaders of Congress did not
desire restoration but reconstruction.
The whole difference was that between
those two words.

It was not long !efore the difference
between the President unci Congress
became on open rupture. All through
the recess the radical wing of the Repub-
lican party had boon advancing their
political positions. "UniversaKVinnealy:
fmpar.tia.1 Suffrage" was Greeley's demand
in th Tribune. Sumner was the leader
Of this agitation ad interim, and of course
the abolitionists had been agitating, but
not even then did the original abolitionists
succeed In having much effort upon
practical politics. "Wendell Phillips,"
wrote Welles In the autumn of 1885. "is a
useless member of Boeiety. and deservedly
without influence." At the sime time
he wrote' "Tho great zeil of Sumner and
the ab6!ltlonl6ts In behalf of the negro
voting has no responsive sympathy with
me. I do not wont him at my table,
nor do I care to have him in the jury box,
or in the legislative hall, or on the lench."
As early as August he had written: "There
is ah apparent determination among
thoe who are ingrained abolitionists
to compel tho Government to impose
terms on the rebel States that are wholly
unwarranted." The next yoar wo find
him noting that two negroes had leen
elected to tho Legislature of Mussachu- -

hetts "hecauso they woro black," and
adding that if they had been white they
never .would have been thought of for
tho places. A negro lawyer had already
boon presented by Sumner to practise
In the Supreme Court, "mid extru dem
onstrations of tint kind have boon
made by hltn and Chief Justice ('In so."
In October "Seward has Wen holding
forth at Auburn in n studied and long
prepared speech intended for the soelal
glory and laudation of himself ami Stan-
ton." Stanton is "absolutely divine."
This was tho speech with which John
Van Buron, by long odds the most enter
talnillg of tho New Yolk stump speakers
on cither wde, had Ins fun for the re
malnder of tho Stulo campaign in which
he was running for Attorney-Genera- !

although, as ho explained.it would not
Ito un intoxicating honor to crawl into
tha sanio hole ho had crawled out of
twenty' flvo years before. Tho speech,
like nil Seward's speeches, appeared at
full length in llaymond's faithful Times,
and Prince John declared that It was
not a speech at all. "Itecent ovents In
the Governor's family, to which it would
be improper for me moro purliculaily
lo refer" (Mrs. Seward had lately died),
"woufcl Ijave made a public display of
this kind indecent. The Governor makes
this report himself. No reporter ever
did. Ho inserts where he pleases 'vo-
ciferous applause' and 'tremendous
cheers," Seward was always Van
Buren's black boast, but It was not denied
that the allocution In question had never
been really delivered.

During tho recer-- Johnson had made
appointments in the South and many of
his appointees were men who could not
take tho test oath r.lready enacted by
Congrees, tuch being often the only men
hs .could find competent to administer
theofflce. Sumnerufterward toldWclles
that thereby the President had rrcstab-ltehe- d

"odious, flagrant rebellion." When
Congress reassembled in December, I sen,
tho btorm that had been gathering during
the reews promptly broke. Sumner in
tlv, fcfenav and Thad Stevens in tho
House were the ostensible leadeis of the
opposition, though W'ullos inslbts that
Grime" of Iowa, u luimu now generally
forgotten, whs tho real leader, Sumner be-
ing, tno vitlonary to have much influence
upon the practical politics or tho practical
politicians of the Senate. "Sumner is
honest but imperious and impracticable,"
an opinion which the holder or It had occa-sio- n

to retract as to tho honesty by reason
of a speoch which Sumner sent him tho
next year. There was no question about
the leadership of the Houso, Thad
Stovens, aptly at tho tlmu u a
"political lioheniluu," wus u boru Jacobin,
uno of the lew men in Congress who know
what they wanted mid pursued it in it slmm:
wlllf-- maimer, and hence had no troublo

the major part of both house." In
fact Congress ha never comprised ft
cheaper lot of statesmen than thoso who
composed It during Johnson's Admlnl-tratlo- n.

It Is alo to bo borno In mind
that the arbitrary conduct which hod been.
prucunca wnu or wiinouv justification
during the civil war, and of which tho
extreme expression was Seward's boast
about the "little bell" by touching which
he could lock up anybody, had had its
effect In weakening the general respect
fcr lawful and orderly procedure.

Tho first movement made In Congress
was revolutionary. It waa a joint reso--lutio-

Introduced In the Houso by Ste-
vens, for the appointment of a Joint com-
mittee of fifteen to which should lie re-

ferred the whole subject of the admission
of representatives from tho State lately
in rebellion and tho whole question of
the relations of the Southern States to tho
general government. Welles declares it
unconstitutional, as abrogating or abdi-
cating tho constitutional right of etch
house to be tho soli' Judge of tho quali-
fications of Its own member. The form
of tho resolution excluded tho President,'
(is It was meant to do, from any share In
tho mutter. This courso still further
stiffened the stubbornness, which was the
most characteristic quality of Johnson,
in so much that he was said nt tho time to
bo the most conspicuous exemplification
of the anatomical theory that a man's
skull is only tho upiwr joint of his back
bone. Mils was the pievaillng opinion.
no doilb'. lint Welles qualifies it: "He
hesitates, This Is his great liillrmitv.
The President has firmness, bul isgroatiy
wanting in prompt decision. Ho la un-
willing to tnko n stop, but when It Is once
taken he does not recede."

Plainly such u difference as existed be
tween the Pieslclent mill Congress was
an "Irrepressible conflict." Having been
ignored by Congress and shut out of Its
councils, Johnson took his revenge by
vetoing every partisan bill sent to him,
including the civil rights bill, ami his
vetoes were promptly overridden by
Congress, On Washington's birthday,
IMO, Congress not being in session, the
Capitol was given over to memorial ser-
vices glorifying Henry Wintei Davis, who
with Hen Wade had led the radical oppo
sition to Lincoln and denounced every
measure of conciliation. This was in
effect an attack on the President, in par
ticular for his recent veto of the freed- -
men s liuroau liill. Johnson s counter
move was to make a speech nt ihe White
Homo to a sympathetic crowd, accusing
Congress of starting a new roliellion, and
naming the legislators most objectionable
to him. The speech Welles found "earn
est, honest and strong." though he ob- -
ieclecl to any siieech at all. Naturally
the division out of doors penetrated the
Cabinet. Dining the summer the

Speed, ftennlson and Harlan
resigned and their places were taken by
the equally unmcmoiablo Stanbery. Han
del! and Browning, equally unmemorablo
politically, though Stanbery was an ex
cellent lawyer. Of Lincoln's Cabinet
there remained only Seward. Stanton
and We!!c6, of whom Welles was tho only
thoroughgoing sympathizer with tho
President s policy, though ho waa usually
supported by McCulloch, who had suc-
ceeded Chase. Seward, according to
Welles, was altogether for Sewatd, and
Stanton was, on the samo authority,
currying favor with Congress while con-
cealing his sentiments from hU colloagues.
Welles tells rather amusingly of his at-
tempt to smoke Stanton out. It was while
preparations were making for the "Peace
Convention" ot citizens in sympathy with
Johnson, in August, 1860:

Stanton laid application had been made lo him
tor buntlnc for the hulldlne at Philadelphia where
the contention wat to meet, but he hvd nonelfor
them, and (aid, with a inter, he would turn them
ter to the naty. I told him that my buntlnc

had atuay been promptly shown, and It would
be well ere he now to let us have a tlehtot hit.

Stanton, who has skulled, was taken aback,
colored, and remarked he had no buntlnc for
them.

"Oh," said I. "show our Has."
"Vou mean the contention," said he. "I am

against It."
"1 am sorry to har hut clad to know jour

opinion, said I.

If Stanton was against the convention.
tho convention was equally against Stan-
ton, and the President presently began to
rocoivo remonstrances from tho conserva-
tives, upon whom ho must rely for sun- -
port, against tho retention of Seward or
Stanton, but ospocially of Stanton, Ac.
cording to Welles, and both probabilities
end ovidonco favor his viow, Stanton was
intriguing continually with Congress
ugainst tho Administration. Yet it was
not until August, 1867, moro than a year
after tno l'eaco convention, that tho Pres-
ident, who had for months been express
ing distrust of him, was wrought up to the
point or ronuestlng his resignation. It
was just after Congress, by the recon
stmction acts and tho tenure of oflico
law, had attempted to usurp Kxecutlvi
functions, and Stanton refused to go,
Then ensued ouo of tho most troublesome
incidents of tho Administration. Grant
was appointed Secretary of War ud
interim, with the understanding, accord
ing to tho President and tho diarist tht
distinct agrooment, that he would givi
tho President timely notico if he should
vacate tho place and would give it back
into the President's hands, In fact, on
meelving a copy of the resolution of the
Senate setting forth that tho President's
assignod reasons for the "suspension of
Str.nton were insufficient, ho had vacated
tho oflico and given tho koys to tho Adju-

tant-General Taxed by tho President
in the presence of tho Cabinet with his
fniltiro to keep his agreement, ho seems
to havo had littlo to say "His manner.
nover very commanding, was almost ab
ject, and ho loft the room with loss respect.
I apprehend, from those present than ever
before," Indeed, It is noticeable how. as
Lincoln grows In tha estimation of the
diarist as acquaintance proceeds, Grant
correspondingly shrinks, as may be seen
from tho following diminuendo. He "has
no political principles," is "a political
Ignoramus," is "prejudiced, aspiring,
reticent, cunning and stolidly obstinate
in his Ignoranco," Is "greedy for office
and power." .

Th correspondence ensuing upon tho
last interview of Grunt and Johnson Is
"highly discreditable to Grant's integrity,'
honor, ability and truth," "Prevarication
and downright falsehood, with decoptlon
and treachery toward his chief, mark tha
conduct of U. S. Grant." It is no wondor
after this that It does not appear that
anyone or tho five Cabinet offlcors whosr
corroboration of what passed at the last
Interview tho President had soourod
over after oxchangod a word witli Grant,
excepting Seward, who met him in Now
York after his nomination for tho Prosl-denc- y

Neither Is It wondorf ul that Grant
should huvii rvfuMid to ride with or spouk
to Johnson un the occasion of Grant's
iuuugtirution, nor yet that Johnson, in-
formed of that refusal, should huvo nb- -
wnlod himself from Ihe Inauiruration ami.

' with his Cabinet, have finished his term at
In galiumr. an over a Congress j Urn Wliiti. Hot" In spite of the desperate
which recalls I'larendon's of efforts of Sewurd and of Kvurts, who had
th I nny, Parliament, "'I ho hair henrted come into tho Cabinet after the impeach-an- d

hlf wilted people, which made much intuit us Attoriiey-Gcnora- l, vlco Sluubery,

1
THE SUN, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1912.

to induce htm to Join tho inaugural pro-
cession. '

Impeachment had been talked about
almost from tho beginning. Sumner had
sent Welles n newsnpr containing n
momorlal In favor of It almost at tho
beginning of tho session of December,
1805. Not long nfjer an Irresponsible
Congressman named Ashley had Intro-
duced a reottitlon to that offect. The
President's efforts to mitigate the Con-

gressional "government by Muor-Gen-eral- ,"

so curiously like that of the Long
Parliament In fact us well as In name,
had sharpened tho zeal of the revolu-
tionists. Hut It was very likely this dis-

missal of S la n ion that nt last precipitated
it. The story Is well worth reading over
again In these ages. Tho lengths to
which iMirty spirit will carry men were
almost appallingly Illustrated when it
appeared thai In, so very clear a cuso
only seven Senators of tho majority party
could Ih induced to break with their
parly nnd prevent tho necessary two-thir-

vote for conviction. To the same
effect Is the disclosure by Senutor Ira
Harris of Now York of "a prominent
radical Senator," unnamed by Harris
bifl suspected by Welles to 1st Frellhg-hiiyse-

"a prominent radical Senator, a
rellgloils, conscientious man, who said
to him that there wns nothing against the
President which could be called n clime
or misdemeanor, but the President was a
trotibVsomo man, was an impediment,
and he thought the majority would be
justified in availing themselves of a tech-
nical advantage In getting rid of him,"
It Is plain, all the same, that Johnson
did not plsy his cards well. Shortly
after his term began It U'cumo evident
that ho could look for no support from
the Republicans. While he wns alienating
them he was holding the Democrats aloof,
mainly by ictalnlng Seward and Stunton,
and gaining so little Democratic support
that It was a surprise to Welles that he
stood second to Pendleton on tho first

allot In the national convention tint
finally nominated Seymour. Hut ns plain

s the showing of his political ineptitude
is the showing or his sincerely patriotic
intentions and or his real public service
in following out tho conciliatory and
reuniting !ollcy of which Lincoln lived
long enough to make a beginning.

There were, of course, many other tilings
to.thinl: about In Johnson s Cabinet than
reconstruction. There was the .Mexican
question, of which we get one of the comic
aspects (n the horror of the French Min
ster at Washington, tho Marquis tie

Montholon, at the appointment ns Minister
to Moxlco of John . Logan, who, Welles
Is forced to admit, does not seem to him
a very refined or cultured diplomat "

Seward was secrrtlve about tho affairs
of his own department, but, for anything
that nppears hero, the withdrawal or tho
French was simply due to tho perception
at Paris that with even the partial reunion
or "these States" the French position in
Mexico had become untenable. Thero
were Seword's land grabbing project, of
which tho only tangible result was the
acquisition of Alaska but which Included
in Seward's aspirations tho Danish West
Indies, Satnana Day and even tho Isthmus
of Panama. Here Is a statement of his
which has a strangely modern and familiar
air: "The Isthmus of Panama, ho thinks,
may be obtained. The revolutionists have
possession of the government in that State,
lie therefore proposes we shall resist
them and at the came time refuse to recog
nize tho President, whom lie calls n
usurper. He disclosed ins purpose in
advertently by saying there was a strong
pariy there desirous of annexation to
the United States."

On the other hand here Is a strangely
old fashioned utterance. Welles dis
approved of Johnson's speech at the
Whlto House on Washington's Birthday
of lO. or rather not of tho speech but of
his making any speech. Ho deprecated
as intra dig, the oratory of tho "swinging
round tho circle" of tho following summer,
though he himself was in the swing, Ami
the next year, when Johnson took ad-

vantage of a visit to Boston ostensibly
to lay the cornerstone of a Masonio temple
to make a political appeal to the people of
Massachusetts Welles remarked: "It
would le better wero ho and nil Presidents
to avoid addressing miscellaneous public
assemblages."

'Hie world does move.

What Is Poetry ?

An illuminating book, and suggestive
even where it is not illuminating, will bo
found by the renders for whom it is meant,
KumntiaUof Pcery.by Professor William
Allan- - Nkilbom of Harvard (Houghton
Mifflin Company). Thoro is no definition
of poetry extant which commends itself
to lovers and students of tho thing. Pro-
fessor Nollson prudently abstains from
attempting another. Carlyle, while pro-
fessing similarly to abstain, yet sug-
gested "Musical Thought" to denote that
In real poetry tho intellectual or omo-tlon- al

content dotormlnos the metrical
form. That is not the worst definition, If
wo must have a definition. Profossor
Nollson declares that "a final definition is
not to bo oxpected now or at any future
timo'and that for tho reason that "poetry
is not simple but a compound of various
elements, nnd the relative importance of
these elements, oven the leadership
among them, differs from age to ago with
tho changes of lsto and prevailing tem-
perament." Reason, imagination and
the sense or fact" aro nil concerned in tho

production of all poetry, but tho propor-
tion of them varies, When the reason
predominates we have classicism; when
ths imagination, romanticism; .whon the
sense of fact, realism, But this does not
exclude Inngination and tho sonse of fact
from classical poetry, nor reason and the
sense or ract irom romantto poetry, nor
reason snd imagination from roallstio
poetry. Neither in a period nor in a poet
characterized by tho predominance of
any ono of tho threo elements can the
other Jwo b altogether absent if tho re-
sult is worth the namo of pootry nt all.

The development of this thesis in de
tail and tho Illustration or It by oxamples
constitute tho gist or the hook. These
processes require on tho part of him who
undertakes them n keen poetical sensi-
bility In tho first place and a wide poetical
reading in the second. These require-
ments tho author fully mcols. Without
tho first Indeed It would havo lieon qulto
in vain for him to uudortako such an
inquiry, though it has been known that
such an inquiry has been undortnken
by writers who labored under that capital
disadvantage. The olasslcal instance of
inupprcciation Is that of tho rationalist
who maintained that "Paradise Lost"
"proved nothing," which it assuredly
did not to him. Fit. James Stcphoti
sulci very well that "tho essence of pootry
is that It Is an apixial to tho reader's good
faith and power or porcoptlon," "We
aro nil poets when wo read a poem well."
That is tho fact that makes un attonipt.
in prove poetical propositions hy it plus
b as unavailing as a plus b poetry. Writ-
ing about poetry, lllio writing poetry,
ror tho insonsillvo is like, lecturing on
optics in u blind asylum or ou muslo in

tho sign language of the deaf mutes.
For truly ths lack or poetical sensibility
is llko tho privation of a senso, with tho
aggravation that the unfortunate in the
case of pootry Is by no moans necessarily
awaro of his privation. ,

Headers who are unaware of any
of this kind In themsolvos will fol-

low Professor Nollson, 's Investigations with
Interest and enjoyment. It Is of English
poetry naturally that ' our author Is
mainly speaking end always thinking,
taking only Incidental illustrations from
dthcr literatures, ancient or modern.
Tho ancient literatures are of course
the repositories of tho classical models
and the origins of the classical tradition.
What wo mean by the classical spirit, tho
classical form hi a modern work, Is a
remlulscenco or n reminder of ths antlquo
conception, tho antique workmanship.
It Is true that wo also speak of any work
which 1ms como to Ih established and
standard as a "classic." There Is an amhig
uity here which Professor Nellson would
remove by employing "antlquo" Instead
or classic when one rorers to "the classics."
The difference between tlaslo in his sense
unci romantic ho Illustrates by tho cita-
tion from another art of the Parthenon
on the one hand and the Cathedral of
Chartreson the oilier: "Tho one expresses

teniH'rament fundamentally rational,
refusing to attempt tho luqiossible, setting
bcrore il u clearly defined aim, mid by virtue
or uu admirable power or fitting means
to ends, achieving that aim. The other
expresses a temperament fundamentally
imaginative, enamored or mystery, ever
striving to grasp the infinite and by
virtue of the Intensity or Its vision draw-
ing others to share Its aspirations but
fulling of iwrfect expression. The ono
satisfies with a senso or repose, the other
stirs an Insatiable yearning. The ouo is
classical, tho oilier romantic"

Individual temperaments frequently
ebcape from prevailing tendencies and
show the of that element
In poetry which In the work or their period
is subordinate. Thus Blake was a con-
temporary of Dr. Johnson, as, for that
matter, as everybody knows, was Mac-phers-

whose "Osslan" may be tuken ns
a specimen of tho scudo-ronianti- c, ns
we are agreed that the accepted poetical
productions of Ihe time wero specimens of
the pseudo-classi- c. Thomson, commonlj
accepted as a precursor of romanticism,
was, according to Professor Nellson, who
seems here on more precarious ground
than he commonly occupies, a realist In
u classical period, at least In "The Seasons,"
nnd u description is adduced which doubt-
less shows observation in greater activity
than any other faculty. Hut ono recurs,
as to Thomson, to the old fashioned and
discredited criticism of Johnson as coming
nearer to tho root of the matter. "Thom-
son had a true poetical genius, the power of
viewing everything in a poetical light.
His fault is such a cloud of words some-
times that the sense can hardly peep
through." Crabbe, on tho other hand,
was a thoroughgoing realist, as appears
from Professor Neilson's citation as well
as from his own avowed determination to

paint the Col
As Truth will paint It and as Bards will not.

As for Cowper, also commonly spoken of
as an anaclironistio romanticist. Professor
Neilson notes in him a happy combination
of all three of his "essentials": "Observa-
tion of nature in which a loving sense of
the fact is illumined by imaginative in-

sight and regulated by a feeling for tra
ditional form not too oppressive." All
tho same, and as he does not note, the first
lines of his Illustrative passage are so
Wordsworth Inn that they would bo ascribed
to Wordsworth without hesitation by a
reader who did not happen to remember
that they were Cowper's:

Xor rural stents alone, but rural sounds,
Kihllarate Ihe spirit and restore
The tone of languid nature.

Gray was predominantly a classicist
and his "Elegy " a "sound piece or classical
art." We may remark that tho thesis is
easier to be made out from tho "F.legy"
than it wc!d be from tho "Odes." To cite
a "classical passage irom tsnaitespeare
would seem to be a desperate attempt.
Hut the critic, maintaining that Shake-
speare was in his earliest work a realist
and in his latest a romanticist, goes so far
as to adduce a passage from "Troilus anil
Cressida," of which ho remarks, with
plausibility, that reason prevails over
"fact and fancy," but omits to remark that
tho passago is not notably Shakespearian
and that ir Shakespeare nau written only
such he would not now bo read. He cites
a passage from Landor's "Iphigenia" to
provo what indeed needed no proving,
that Iindor was no classicist In a romantic,
age. But Landor s general poetic inef.
fectuality is such that It does not much
matter what he was.

Matthew Arnolds "Introduction" to
Ward's "F.ngllsh Poets," published in 1860,

lays down tho law as to tho criteria of
excollenco in poetry in n manner which
has been accepted ns authoritative for tho
thirty Intervening years. Professor Neil-so- n

has no hesitation In declaring these
criteria defoctlvo. Ho protests against
the citation or single linos and phrases
as doing especial injustice to poems of
which the, or a, main merit is the design,
thnt is to say, to "classical" poems. Truly
it is an injustice As uryden has it of
tragedies, thoso of tho ancients "were
better plotted; ours aro better written.
Excellence In "plotting" is one of the ex
cellences which cannot bo shown by sam
pics or tested by touchstones. Professor
Nellson traverses Arnold's decisions in
the cases of Gray, of Chaucer, of Burns
Ho oven belittles tho importance of
Arnold's "high seriousness." "This, it
seems, is the final criterion or a great poet
Ono might suggest It as a more fit criterion
for a great divine. But this sally is fol
lowed by a "highly serious" remark. "The
element for which Arnold waa groping

was not seriousness but inten
sity."

The cRapter on "Sentlmentallsm In
Poetry" is very good, would bo worth
whllowero itonly forthedeflnition. "Sen
timentnllsm is the cultivation of emotion
for tho sako of tho thrill, of the suhjeo
tive experience. It Is distinguished from
sentiment, which is spontaneous and
innocuous, because tho lattor comes
unsought, and Is the result of the normal
reaction of a sensitive temperament to
u situation. The most egregious sen.
timentallst in English literature, Sterne,
did not write vorse. Hut we find W ords.
worth at his worst and Burns at his worst
charged with this vlco, and Byron is tho
leader of tho versifying sentimentalists.
"That man nover wrote from his hoart,"
snys 'ihackoray, and Prorossor Nellson
quite makes out his case against him. On
the other bund, the chapter on "Humor in
Poetry" does not seem to havo been
worth writing, Doubtless tho senso or
humor plays Its part in tho production
or pootry, but only as pins aro sulci to
huvo saved tho lives or countless persons,
"by not swallowing them," Il is opera-
tive in what it has induced the pool to
leave out, not in what it has induced him
to put in. Wordsworth would doubt Ichs
have been bailor off us u poet for a much

larger sharo of the senso whloh would
havo blunted tho sullro on him of

And sometimes, like, an old half willed sheep
That bleats artlctilats monotony.

But It Is so generally safotosay thathumor
and pootry havo nothing to do with ono
another that tho pains Profossor Nellson
has taken to find partial exceptions look
llko labor lost. Pools havo boen humor-
ists, even professional humorists, Tom
Hood, for instanco, and havo expressed
their humor as well as their pootry In the
form of verso. But thoy havo vindi-
cate.! their sense of humor by keeping
their humor out or their poetry, and
their poetical sensibility by keeping their
poetry out or their humor. But this Is
tho only chapter In tho book that can
bo skipped without loss. All tho rest can
be road If not with complete concurrence,
yet with pleasure and with profit.

The Pleasant Ailt rntiirrs of a IMpto

f mat's Hire.
A charming and entertaining book is

tnttmaclex of Court anil Society (I)odd,
which thoanonymous

author, tho widow of an American diplo
mat, calls "an unconventional narrative
of unofllcial tlays." Tho recollections
cover a d of twenty years. Most of
them tell of things observed during visits
hi court circles when the narrator wae
no longer officially connected with tho
corps which tho Kuropcan members
whisper Is now known as the "American
Ambassador and tho rest of us"; when sho
was, as she says, "freo to pick and chooso
with whom sho would puss her time, as
no diplomat's wlfo can always do." She
saw the celebration or the ninetieth birth-
day of Loo XI IL, tho coronation of tha
present Car of ltusslu and, or tho most
recent pageants or official life, the opening
of King George's first Parliament. Sho
writes vividly and delightfully of tho
haughty society of tho Faubourg St. Ger-
main and tlut brilliaul intellects ut tho
head or the French republic; or fascinating
and dissolute St. Petersburg and of
prosperous and virtuous Gormany with its
great ruler; of Ihe cosmopolitan court of
Edward VII. , tie) grand monurquo of
modem times, and of tho "black" and
"whlto" courts ut Home.

Tho Impressions are thoso of a sympa-
thetic and ndaptublo woman who has
been ublo to seo tho beauties and weak-
nesses of tho aristocratic) Idea ns well as
thoso op tho democracy or her own coun-
try and to viow optimistically tho givo and
tako botween tho two. "Thore is no moij
nbsurd illusion in existence," sho says,
"thnn tho Idoa that Americans wero ovor
really welcomed into tho inner circle of
court II fo in any monarchial country, or
that American women over conquored
thero by lienuty, charm or Intellectual
girts alone. No, no, they had to bring
money, more or it than their rivals could
muster, nnd spend It more ingeniously,
moro amazingly, than their rivals dared.
Tho olsiisanco of Old World lineage before
tho shrine of Now World wealth is full
of pathetic appeal to tho sympathetic: and
psychological mind. But It Is neverthe-
less true that tho American victory has
meant an enormous increaso In tho dignity
and accepted importance of the United
States. For it liss levin among nations
who irons ago decieed that recognition
ut court should l tho pinnacle of prestige
And even we Ainericansof line.igonndthe
stiff pride of poverty who live in Europe
ns exiles liecuuso wo feel that we might
almott as well Iw dead as not to bo rich
in tho Unilcd States, thero has been wrung
from us tho tardy acceptance thai Ameri
can money, even In lis most hlatunt.
brazen vulgarity, and or coursa much of
It Is neither blatant nor vulgar, but that
even when it is, it moms tho triumph of
brawn and brains, of common sense no-
tions nnd democracy's opportunities nnd
that thero aro many things In the world
worse than that, many things nTter all
worse oven than vulgarity."

Endowod with u pride so stiff that
starvation cannot break it, tho Faubourg
St. Germain has naturally been ono of
the strongholds of aristocracy that have
best resisted tho invasion of democracy,
whuthor native or foreign. The writer
of these recollections lolls of having
borrowod Mmn. Falllfres's box at the
opera for an evening and or tho discomfort
of her royalist friends, who, longing to
view u now performance from tho best box
In tho houso, yot elocted to remain at home
rather than countonance, evon Indirectly,
the repuiilican government, hho saj'H
that there are perhaps a dozen American
women wellJestablishiKl in the Faubourg
but that tho swarms of our expatriated
social cllmbors, who have battered at Its
doors for yoars and who would willingly
till thoir houses with orchids to give a
cup of tea to tho most declassco duchess,
have made but littlo Impression. The
Duchesse la Rochefoucauld has tho'
double distinction of being ono of the
young leaders of tha revolto clrolo in the
Faubourg and an American girl who
made an international marriage in which
tho dot did not flguro. Her husband is
still a poor man for his position, as lit
was whon ho married Maggio Mitchell,
the daughtor of a United Statos Senator.
Thero aro now in tho Faubourg few of
thoso brilliant salons which are indis-solub- ly

linked with momories of its pas..
Tho Hotel d'Uzfcs, where the Dowager
Duchosse d'Uzcs formorly held court,
is in tho hands of the parvenu, and its
accomplished mistress has resigned her
Hocial loadorshlp. Occasionally she may
still be seen driving a four-ln-han- d In the
Bois, this chronicler says, an erect Ama-
zonian figure, a grandmother who remains
the most famous horsewoman in France.
Tho Duchessode Rohan, who is Indepen-
dent enough to bo sympathetic, with Ameri-
cans ami to have attempted the recogni-
tion of woll known actresses in the Fau-
bourg, presides over what is now the only
sulon thoro worthy of tho namo. In her
reception rooms you will moet, the diplo-
mat's widow tells us, representatives of
ovory class In Franco tha. is worth know-
ing, oxcopt tho governmental class, Even
a duchess as courageous as this one
does not daro to rocelve the officials of the
republic, Sho does, however, dare to
sing the praise of the American man.
No Frenchwoman, she says, could droam
of groator bllsB. thrwi to be married to
ono of theso sorts of domocracy who tako
thoir wives without a dot, 1st thorn go to
Paris alono nnd buy thorn a gown a week
from tho dressmakers .whom tho mombors
or tho Faubourg patronize onceayoar.

Tho writer or the recollootlomt tells of
lunching with a Prince of the old regime,
u patrician of So, who as a diplomat
had sorved tho empire condescendingly
but faithfully. Sho climbed five flights
of stairs and traversed live uncarnotod
halls to rouoh the comer of tho tlllaplduied
mansion whero he und his Duchesso,
dainty and vivacious still, wore ending
their days. Thero sho saw the Prince's
ono remaining treasure, a collection of
cameos, anil lunched at a tablo covered
with a Venotiun lace cloth and set with
Siivren dlshus, of which thorn remained
just enough to servo the Tour ut table,
"It was Just beforo I left Paris that 1 saw
them again," sho writes, "in u crowded
salon at prlvulo view of ploturcs. No

one seemed to notice them, n shabbily
dressed old man, tenderly guiding an old
lady on his arm, who woro an ancient seal-

skin oape which no American nllllonatro's
wife would have dot ed to offer to her mold.
The elegantly dressed women and their
Immaoulato escorts JostloJ unconcernedly
against them to get In closer rungo or tho
piotures. But thoro was no picture on
the walls comparable to the ono they
made. Tears ran Into my oyes fts I

watchod them. Thoy wero a remnant of
that France, full or wrongs unsupport-abl- e

but also of surpassing charm, gone
now, never to return."

As the antithesis of the traditions of
the Faubourg and ou incarnation of nil
that it detests most bitterly she men-

tions M. Georges Clomenceau, the brill-

iant statesman. She describes htm as a
man tn his early sixties, wasted and worn
with disease, but with a half mocking
mile and a joke always on his lips; a

self-ma- man of the upper middle class
who speaks English porfectly because he
learned It In New York whllo earning 5

a week nt translating. She was enter-
tained by Clemenoeati at his houso In the
Hue 1'ranlelln, where he showed her his
collections of Oilentul rugs and brlc-A-bra- o

nnd confided to her that his great-
est ambition was for success In literature
and not in politics.

The narrator's reminiscences of tho
Qulrinal and tho Vatican go back to the
reign of King Umberto and his dignified
consort and to the daysof Leo XI IL, whose
temperament and desire for domination
made him the ruler of both Church und
society. She gives a charming picture or
the gentle, beautiful woman who now
shares the throne of Italy and of the
simple, kindly man who succeeded Leo.
She doscrlbes tho remarkable gathering
In honor of the ninetieth birthday of Io
XIII,, whon princes and church dignitaries
from all quarters of tho earth assembled
at Home. She passed the Swiss guards
lined up at the entranco to tho Vatican,
wearing the costume designed by Michel-
angelo, and worked her way through the
crowd in the Sala Ducale, ono of the ante-
chambers to the Sistine Chapel set apart
for favoretl spectators. She saw the
Ambassa lors puss through on their way
to tho Popo anil ut last heard the shouts
that heralded the approach of the pontiff.
"I had a rapitl vision of faoes," she says,
"most or them old, most of them keen and
strong, of robes of ermine, of black velvet
or flaming scarlet, cries of 'Vive lo Pupel'
of cheers in a multitude of different
tongues. And then the Pope appeared,
the Cardinals walking before the sacred
chair, which was carried high above the
crowd, immense peucocks borne upon
either side, and tho pontiff himself In
robes of dazzling white, the head shaking
beneath its triple golden orown, tho
mouth loosely open, and the long, slender
hand trembling with extreme old age as
it was cxtonded in blessing. The demon-
strations of the people moved him pro-
foundly: be rose to his feet, his thin form
shaking, and stood with arms outstretched
as If to clasp them all to his wasted bosom.
Tho eager crowd vainly sought lo kneel,
but could not, so great was tho stress.
He fell back exhausted upon his chair
and slowly disappeared from view."

No part of this unconventional narra
tive is more fascinating than the account
of the reckless, luxurious society which
surrounds the court at St. Petersburg.
Curiously enough, in the laud of despotism,
whose sovereigns are the most exclusive
ami inaccessible in Kuropo, we find the
society surrounding them tha most demo-
cratic. Thero is no law .of primogeniture
in Russia and consequently the country
has an overabundance of princes und
princesses. Titles that carry no land
holdings with them nro common and the
prosperous merchants are boctimlne the
landed proprietors. There is no mfddle
class. The peasantry includos every one
outside of tho pale of nobility, but the
court regulations, which give precedenco
to official position over birth, help to
mako smooth the social path of tho tal-

ented men from tho peasant class who
rise to high governmental offices, bringing
their wives with them. As a caso in point
the chronicler mentions Mine. Witte. a
Jewess of humble birth but of such ex-

traordinary attainments that beforo her
marriage she was credited with knowing
moro Cabinet secrets than any other
woman In Russia. Owing to certain
circumstances whloh did not recommend
her to the Czarina, who has Inherited many
of the tendencies of her famous grand-
mother, Mme. Witte's recognition was
only brought about under pressure, when
M. de Witte wns ut the height of his politi-
cal power. Once landed, however, she
was able to establish herself so firmly
that her daughter is now the wife of a
member of the old aristocracy.

Tills observer points out sevoral sur-
face similarities of character In the Rus
sian and tho American. She says the
Russian welcomes you to with the same
frankness and prodigal hospitality whloh
we nro supposed to exhibit as s nation.
In St. Petersburg an invitation u dlno
received at tho beginning of tho social
season often means thut you will be ex
pected on the evening of that day of every
week during the winter. Calling is not
a formal matter of depositing bits of
pasteboard In the hands of flunkeys. If
the person on whom you desire to call is
not at home some member ot his or her
family will reoelve you. The footman
removes your wraps, and following him
through several salons you arrive at the
last room, where the family is assembled.
There tea will be served to you, whether
it is 2 o'clock In the afternoon or 12 o'clock
at night. Tho Russians rival Dr. John-
son in the consumption of tea. Ten or
fifteen oups at a sitting is not beyond their
capacity. They will discuss their family
affairs before you with true Yankee
friendliness, and the familiar form of
address used In Russia, where no one Is
"prince or "princess," but "Marie the
daughter or William" and "Michael the
on of John." is an additional help In

making the stranger feci at home.
Fundamentally this student of Russian

character has found the impulsive, pas-
sionate, sensuous Russian woman as widely
separated as the poles from her lovol
headed American sister, whom sho rivals
or surpasses in intellectual brilliance.
Paradoxically the two women suggested
to uq as the best embodiments of tho
fascination, versatility and intellect of
tho women of Russian aristocracy aro
foreigners by blrthj tho first the Dowager
Empress, mother of the present Czar,
born Princess Dagmar of Donmark,
and the second the Gorman woman who
is now the Grand Duchess Vladimir. The
charaoter of the Dowager Empress pre-
sents a striking example of the duality
typloal of Russian femininity. Outwardly
a charming, graceful woman of the world,
devotod to pleasure, who still duncea the
Polish mazurka with captivating grace,
thoso aoquainted with tho court know
that back of this butterfly exterior are
onthroned a strong will and a mind keen
enough to cope with the oieverest poli-
ticians. When the Grand Duke Vludl-m- lr

brought his brldo to oourt the Dowager
Czarina gained a relative of her own

calibre, equally fascinating ant equnllr
clover, butawomanwhosoetrength is ley
completely shrouded tn feminine softness
"A regal, luxurious figure," she is do.
scribed with a "strong face, calcu-
lating yet careless, showing a nature
swept by the hot fires of the South, yet
as cold as the North, one of the most re-

markable women of her day, portraying
a combination of contradictions best
described as most Russian,"

As a foil to theso two and against a
background of bftrbario luxury stands tli
gentle, beautiful Czarina, tho grand-
daughter of Quoon Victoria, with her
pathetic attempts to introduce the ptui-ta- n

ideals of her distinguished grand-
parent among the ladles of her husband's
court nnd her rigid adherence to petty
economies In a society of mad oxtrava-gauc- e.

Misunderstood, disliked and ty-

rannized ovor by her capable mother-in-law- ,

the gentle, sensitive Czarina seems
tho most traglo flguro in this dazzling
pageant which treads a smouldering vo-
lcano. There is but ono hint of the o

In tho present narrative. "At ths
Hotel tl'Europe ono afternoon," the writti
says, "when I was calling on some friends,
un inoffensive old lady from Boston, with
two debutante nieces, tny attention wns
caught by a curious apparition in the wall
near the oetllng; a small piece about two
Inches sqtiaro silently vanished and a
human eye took Its place. Meeting my
frightened, startled gaze, it was gone In
a flash und the wall remained intact."

From St. Petersburg we aro taken to
Berlin, the court of tiomestlo life, wliera
nil invitation to "come for hymns" is con-

sidered an opportunity for social diver-
sion, anil where every ono has his or her
fixed place and remains In it, complacent
and contented. She tells of the audionco
or the late Cecil Rhodes with tho Kaiser,
which was remarkable In that the visitor
was allowed to do most of the talking
and also because Rhodes walked into the
uudience chamber in his everyday
clothes, with a slouoh hat under his arm,
and sat down, when he felt like It, before
the Emperor did. "Why am I not popu-lu- r

in England, Wilhelm asked him.
"What oun I do to make myself popular?"
"Suppose you just try doing nothing."
answered Rhodes. An ominous frown
gathered on the imperial countenance;
then it lifted and tho Kaiser, breaking
into a laugh, slapped his visitor on the
back.

The last chapter of the recollections
tells of the writer's visit to hor homeland,
u visit which woe attended with some
pleasures and many disappointments.
Sho round Washington moro beautiful
ami more imposing than or old. "Any
foreigner who sees It now, sho says,
"would bo Impressed with tho noblllly
and dignity of its architecture, and tho
treasures in art which its public buildings
und private mansions hold in their interior
decorations." But sho concurs in ths
familiar indictments against American
society. "Although an American to tho
innonnost fibre of my being," sho con-
cludes, "1 did not seem to bo uble to feel nl
home there when I went back. My friend.i
who were in what thoy called sooieH-seeme- d

frantically trying to make the
debit and credit puges tally in thoir social
ledgors. They would ask nw
in for what they culled a 'quiet otip nf
tea,' und I would find a hundred women
whose gowns looked fresh from the Ru-- i

rie la Paix, taking a cup of tea perhaps
at the end or nnelaboruto courso or salad,
ices und bonbons, where God's sunshine
was shut out und the oloctrio light turned
on and where tho presence of a man
created a sensation. 1 saal
good by with disillusion and a good
deal or relior. And wo lioth eagerly
hailed the prospeot of living again In
Europe, whero thoro still romain somi
millionaires who ure' nobodies." Wo do
not know whether she is right or wront,
but at uny rate wo thank her for a very
enjoyable book,

AS TO SHORT STORY CONTESTS.

Prize Competitions Criticised on Eco-

nomic and Ethical Grounds.
A writer in the Bookman takes up ths

cudgels in defence of would-b- e authors
who are tempted by such offers as ths
following:
rirst prUe .. 11.000

(irlie MO
Third prlie wo
And slxolherprlrrsof JUOOrarn IKI

Total.. ttx-f-i

"This is incentive enough," writes A.
M. Chase, "to set thousands of pens to
scribbling, thousands of brains to working
overtime, thousands of tongues to lloking
postage stamps.

"Let us adopt ten thousand, which Is

not excessive, as the number of manu-
scripts that will bo received by your
favorite magazine in its prize story con-
test. Then tho total cost of postage
stamps, nt 24 cents per, will amount to
$',400, which Is 50 more than the com-

bined value of tho prizes.
"The cost of typewriting alone will be

$15,000, more than six times the value of
the prizes. And tho grand aggregate
cost of producing these ten thousand
stories, according to a moderate computa-
tion, will bo $10,617,000.

"In theso dayo of conservation of tim-
ber, conservation of water power, of
babies and hosts of other things, ens
miserable magazine makes nine peopls
happy and disappoints 0,091; and It offers
less than twenty-flv- e hundred dollars for
something that has cost more than ten
million!

"The prize contest! method of securing
stories seems to bo open to criticism both
for economical and ethical reasons. Such
high hopes are roused in so many thou-

sands of hearts, and such a meagre pi-
ttance of happlnees Is doled out. A few
hundred dollars are given In exchangs
for love, labor, excitement, sacrifice, ei;
pectatlon, which, if thoy could be reduced
to a monetary basts, would amount to
many times the value or the prizes.

"When you read In your ravorlte maps-zln- o

the editor's account
or the bestowal of the prizes, do not tie
unduly Impressed by the delight and sue
cess of the winners. There are only nine
of thorn anyway, and of this number It i

a fuir wager that seven are seasoned old
hands, used to writing stories, and sellinc
them too for a good price so that the tak
ing of a prize more or less Is to them only
a matter of moderate
Forget them, and remember the nine
thousand nlno hundred aud nlnety-O-

defeated and disappointed ones,"

Coeds Take to Sports.
I.aurtncr carrnpondtnee Kantat CUV Star
i The Interest ahown hy the coeds at the

State university over athletic Bports has
been su ureal this year that they hats
organized an athletic association. Th
elleibility ror membership or theae teams
will be as strict as that for memberhlp
on the men's teanis, The ulrls' at hist in
association will control all contests.

The girls will play all ot the guinea plarad
hy the men with the exception or football
I'Iih two iniml popular sports in which trta
cirla will hnlii corneals are ths indoor garuei
or baakothall unit Indoor babe ball. Swim--

I iif Is beeoinlnir popular with ths 1rl.
and, several of thorn learn to swim each
week. Tho other athletic events will of
in track work, handball, volleyball u
soccer.


